distinguished by that most unsatisfactory appellation "idiopathic." We know that microbes when they gain -a footing in the body may set up fevers and diseases of various kinds. We know also that when established locally they may set up a local reaction, taking the form of an inflammation or overgrowth of Thus we seem to have researches in different directions pointing to the conclusion that the contest with an infection may be productive of serious harm to the organism, not merely when the microbes gain a footing, but also when they are destroyed, and that certain chronic diseases are but expressions of the effort which is being or has been put forth by the tissues of the body ?the mucous membranes, the blood, or the more solid organs?in beating off its multitudinous assailants.
